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Media Release
Pest outbreak in North Central and North Eastern Regions
The Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry (MAWF) would like to inform the public that there is an
outbreak of different types of caterpillars that has been reported by the farmers from Omusati, Ohangwena,
Kavango East and Kavango West Regions. The outbreak has been verified by MAWF regional staff in the
affected regions. The caterpillars are attacking cereal crops, especially Maize and Pearl Millet in the affected
areas. These caterpillars are highly polyphagous pest species. Whenever they infest crop fields, they initially
feed on the fresh and soft leaves of young plants after which they, within a few days, migrate upwards onto
older plants where they devour the soft tissues on the leaf edges except the veins and midrib, and cobs.

The caterpillars were detected by farmers but they were not identified to confirm if they are either American
Bollworms or army worms contrary to what is being reported in the local newspapers. The Ministry is
deploying a team of entomologists to the affected areas to carry out detailed inspections aimed at assessing
the damage and identifying actual types of caterpillars causing this tragic havoc. Such pest species are well
known to pose serious threat to food security since they cause mass destruction to cereal crops in a short
period of time.

To avoid the further spread of the reported caterpillars, the Government is putting more effort to control the
situation through encouraging farmers to adopt the following pest control methods:

Use of Contact Chemical pesticides: The Ministry through the Plant Health Division and the
Regional Extension Offices is availing pesticides, spraying machineries and equipment to control the
spread of the caterpillars in the affected areas. In addition, the Ministry is availing extension staff to
assist with spraying of affected fields.
Physical control methods: Farmers are advised to plough or dig deep trenches around their fields
to stop caterpillars from moving in or out of their fields into or from the adjacent fields or vise versa. In

case of low pest population and in case of farmers with relatively small plots, the hand picking of
caterpillars is advised.

The farmers in affected areas are requested to assist Government officials who are being assigned to assist
in the control of the outbreak in their communities. For other new infestations, farmers are requested to
immediately report those cases to the nearest Extension Offices in their respective regions.

For further information contact Mr Eddie Hasheela and Ms Paulina Shilunga at +264-61-2087477/+264 61
2087463 or the nearest Extension Office.
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